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ging with one breath for the soldiers1 rations and in
another praying that the Almighty or Joe Johnston will
ctorne and kill us, the dcspoilers of their homes and all
that is sacred. Why cannot they look back to the day
and the hour when I, a stranger in Louisiana, begged and
implored them to pause in their eareer, that secession
was death, was everything fatal, and that their seizure
of the public arsenals was an insult that the most abject
nation must resent or pass down to future ages an object
of pity and scorn ? Vicksburg contains many of my old
pupils and friends; should it fall into our hands I will
treat them with kindness, but they have sowed the wind
and must reap the whirlwind. Until they lay down
their arms and submit to the rightful authority of the
government they must not appeal to me for mercy or
favors. . . *"

"CAMP NEAR BLACK RCVKE,
"20 miles east of Vicksburg, Jtdy 5, 1863.
11 You will have heard all about the capitulation of
Vieksburg on the 4th of July, and I suppose duly appre*-
eiate it. It is the event of the war thus far. Davis
placed it in the scale of Richmond, and pledged his
honor that it should be held even if he had to abandon
Tennessee, But it was of no use. and we are now in
full possession. 1 run out and have not gone in to see,
its even before its surrender Grant was disposing to
send me forth to meet Johnston who is and has been
rnnee June 15th collecting a force about Jackson, to
raise the siege, I will have Ord's corps, the 13th
{Mt<!lcrniind'8), Sherman's 15th and Parked 9th. AHwomen and chil-
